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One of the most common reasons to buy
a home is to accommodate your growing
family. Perhaps you want to live in a
neighborhood with better schools and
more services, or maybe you need a
bigger house as the two of you turns into
three and then four.

In fact, in a recent study by the National
Association of Home Builders, some 64
percent of respondents agreed with the
statement: "I wish my home were larger."
The other two top concerns are price
and finding the right neighborhood.

If you have a young family and are ready
to make the jump from your entry level
home, or if you've been renting and are
embarking on the purchase of your first
house, you'll want to consider the
following during your house-hunting
ventures:

•  Neighborhood. As you examine a
specific neighborhood, ask yourself if
this is a neighborhood in which you'd
feel comfortable. Although your kids
are toddlers now, in just a few short
years they'll be outside riding their
b ikes  and p lay ing  w i th  the
neighborhood children. Buying in a
good neighborhood also helps ensure
your property values.

•  Schools. Again, if you have a baby or
toddler now, kindergarten will be here
before you know it.  Visit the
neighborhood schools, talk to the
principal, teachers, and other parents
in the neighborhood. Ask to see
standardized test scores. Your real
estate agent can usually provide you
with additional information about
schools in the area.

•  Crime. While a neighborhood may look
safe, it could be riddled with incidents
of burglary or vandalism. Check with
the local law enforcement agency to
see if the neighborhood you are eyeing
has any specific chronic crime
problems.

•  Bedroom space. If you're planning on
more children, you'll want to consider
how many bedrooms you'll need. Will
the children share rooms or have their
own?

•  Play area. If you have young children,
you'll want to factor in where the kids
will play. Sometimes storing the bulk
of the toys in the child's room works,
but in some instances, like if the child's
room is upstairs, it's difficult to
supervise. In that case, you'll want to
consider whether the house is
configured to provide the space they
need to play and move about.

•  Homework and study areas. As your
children reach school age and need
more time and space for homework,
you'll need to consider whether there's
space in their bedroom, in the kitchen
area, or in another nook or niche,
prevalent in many newer homes.

•  Computer use. Perhaps you already
have a home office, complete with a
computer set-up. The time may - or
more likely, will - come when your child
needs a computer for homework and
research. This may require a second
computer, and the required space for
a second system. This will especially
be true if one of the parents works at
home and frequently uses the
computer.

•  Family room. Your youngest is only 7,
but by the time your three sons reach
their adolescent and teen years, will
the family room be as comfortable as
it is now? Don't forget that friends will
be stopping by frequently. A house
with a finished basement or game
room is ideal for older kids.

•  Bathrooms. Your kids may not spend
much time in the bathroom now, but
that will change in the years ahead.
Make sure you consider how the
number of bathrooms, and the extent
of vanity areas will work for your family.
A bathroom with two sinks and a long
countertop are ideal for two siblings
to get ready for school in the morning.

•  Pool. Does the house you're eyeing
have a pool? It will be great for your
family. But be sure you put a fence
around the perimeter.

While some of these factors may be out
of your control because of budget
constraints and housing availability, you'll
want to come up with a priority list and
de te rm ine  wh ich  fac to rs  and
characteristics are most important to your
growing family.
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•

 

Check exterior walls for

cracks, peeling paint or

other damage.

•

 

Inspect roof or have a

qualified roofer do it for

you. Look for damage to

shakes, shingles or tiles.

Inspect anything that

protrudes through the

roof for rust, open seams

or other damage.

Warning: The roof

surface may be quite hot!

• Check operation of attic

fans and turbine vents. If

attic space is accessible,

   

make certain that attic

insulation is not blocking

air flow through vents.

• Check attic area for worn

electrical wiring, water

damage, loose ducts, etc.

Designers and homeowners agree that ample, easily accessible storage is
one of the most important aspects of a great kitchen, and one of the best ways
to achieve that is through the use of a pantry.  Pantries take two basic forms
-- the pantry cabinet, which is essentially a tall, wide cabinet that is part of the
overall kitchen, and the walk-in or semi walk-in pantry, which is a separate
space similar to a small closet.

Because the pantry is intended to store larger quantities of food in all shapes
and sizes, the key to its functionality is organization. Many pantries end up as
a somewhat scattered mess, with the groceries from the latest shopping trip
being tossed onto whatever shelf happens to have some open space. But a
few accessories and a few organizational tricks can turn chaos into order in
just a few hours.

Before you begin, take a little time to think about what you want to store in the
pantry, as well as how often different items will be accessed. Group frequently
accessed items near the center of pantry, and those that you need less often
above and below center. Also, grouping the foods either by similar types -- for
example, keeping all the different canned vegetables together -- or by common
recipe or meal requirements will really simplify your search.

WALK-IN PANTRIES

Walk-in pantries come in many different shapes and sizes, from rooms that
are large enough to walk completely in to and having shelves on two or more
walls, to smaller areas with shelves on one wall only. Either way, on the plus
side walk-in pantries offer a tremendous amount of storage possibilities. But
on the negative side, the larger the space the more disorganized it tends to
get, and the harder it is to find things.

First of all, your pantry needs to have good lighting. Depending on the size,
layout and applicable electrical codes for light placement, consider can lighting,
tracking lighting or fluorescent fixtures with adequate wattage to illuminate the
entire space.

Next, don't think that deep shelves are always the answer. Deeper shelves
definitely hold more stuff, but because many of the food items you store are
relatively small, they tend to get lost at the back of the shelf.

Instead, consider one or two 18- to 24-inch shelves lower down on the wall
to hold large, heavy items such as cases of drinks, with shallower 12-inch
shelves at about eye level, as well as just below eye level. These shelves
should hold most of your commonly used items such as canned goods and
boxed dinners. You might consider a "medium"-depth shelf, perhaps 16 inches
deep, above these shallower shelves to hold larger but less often accessed
items, such as a bag of sugar. If you have the room, another alternative is to
group deep shelves on one wall and shallow shelves on another wall.

For spice bottles, Jell-O boxes, envelope packets and other very small items,
use shallow wooden or wire storage bins. These small bins can be hung on
the wall or on the back of the door, and there are even some styles that screw
or clip to the underside of larger shelves. For bulky items such as bags of
chips, consider placing some simple baskets on the shelves, which are both
decorative and very functional.

Keep a shopping list on the door. That way whenever you take the last one
of a particular item out of the pantry, you can immediately make note of it for
the next shopping trip.

PANTRY CABINETS

With a pantry cabinet you don't have the same number of options you have
with a walk-in pantry, simply because you don't have as much space. However,
a well-organized pantry cabinet can still offer you tremendous storage
opportunities.

Many of the organizational strategies you apply to a walk-in pantry will apply
to a pantry cabinet as well. For example, you definitely want to stay with a
mixture of deep and shallow shelves. Depending on the size and style of the
cabinet, you may be able to meet your needs with "split shelves," which are
essentially deep shelves cut in half -- half the shelf remains in the cabinet, and
the other half is attached to the cabinet door. Another trick is the U-shaped
shelf, which is basically a deep shelf with the center cut out, forming three
shallow shelves in the shape of a U. A wooden or wire bin can then be hung
on the inside of the door, and when the door is closed the bin will fit neatly into
the cutout part of the shelves.

Another excellent way to maximize storage space in a pantry cabinet is through
the use of roll-out or slide-out shelves and bins. These are available in several
different sizes and configurations, offering you loads of storage possibilities.

As part of your initial planning process, visit your local home center or hardware
store, or do an Internet search for pantry organizers. You will find an incredible
array of organizers what will definitely transform your pantry in no time at all!

ORGANIZING YOUR KITCHEN PANTRY
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A growing number of crooks who steal your identity don't swipe your
personal information to pilfer from your financial accounts.

They want to get their hands on your home and snatch it right out from
under you.

Modern day malefactors are mindful of the fact that while you may have
quite a stash to swipe from your savings, credit and investment accounts,
chances are your home is your most valuable asset.

You can, however, protect your home from a heist by taking measured
preventative steps.

The Federal Bureau of Investigations recently reported the new scourge
of "house stealing", a marriage between mortgage fraud and identity
theft (ID theft), both of which are now staples of organized criminal
activity.

Here's the basic house stealing scam:

•  A grifter chooses a house and assumes the identity of the homeowner,
often using the Internet to obtain personal information. The information
is used to create fake identification papers.

•  The culprit then transfers the deed into his or her name using forged
documents, signatures and fake identification, but by filing the
paperwork with the proper authorities. Now they "own" the home.

•  In one variation, the house thief steals the home and then sells it to
pocket the profits -- even if someone still lives there. In another
variation, crooks prey on homeowners in financial trouble. They
promise to refinance the mortgage, but instead "buy" the home using
fake identities.

Sai Huda, CEO of San Diego, CA-based Compliance Coach recently
deployed CompliancePal the first-of-its kind software clients use to
meet federal requirements to weed out ID theft "red flags" -- indicators
that identity filching could be afoot.

Huda said the software has found other variations on the house stealing
scheme including a team posing as both the owner selling the property
and the buyer making the purchase. The real homeowner is left in the
lurch.

He developed the software to help federally regulated institutions comply
with the so-called "Red Flag" provision of the Fair and Accurate Credit
Transactions Act of 2003 (FACTA). Fully effective in November this
year, the provision requires that financial institutions, creditors and
others who handle your personal identifying documents develop and
deploy an ID theft prevention program.

The federal provision comes with more than two dozen red flags
regulated companies must heed.

"If businesses fail to comply it's not only civil monetary penalties, it's
also violations of federal and state unfair and deceptive acts laws. It's
a serious risk for Realtors, mortgage brokers, lenders and others who
don't comply," Huda said.

But Huda's software has found nearly as many additional red flags
beyond the federal regulations and he says that indicates consumers
also have their work cut out for them.

"Consumers need to ask, 'Who am I doing business with? What are
they doing to protect me? What am I doing to protect myself?' " he
added.

To prevent someone from stealing your home, take conventional ID-
theft prevention measures with a focus on protecting your home's
ownership.

•  Review your credit report frequently. You can do so three times a
year for free at the one and only federally-sanctioned
AnnualCreditReport.com by getting one report, in turn, every four
months from each of the three major credit reporting agencies --
Equifax, Experian and Transunion. Avoid sound-alike services.

" Just as you keep tabs on your credit report, keep a watch once or
twice a year on your home's title records," says Huda. You don't
need to hire a title company for a title search, but it's a smart move
to visit your county recorder or other public recording agency to
check your title for lien changes or additions, requests for information
or other anomalies.

•  Invest in a confetti shredder to destroy identifying documents before
tossing them. Better yet, rub out the paper trail and move financial
transactions online. Conduct as much digital banking as possible.
The online account gives you 24 hour access to inspect your
accounts as often as you wish.

•  When you are away, put a stop on all mail and deliveries rather than
have someone pick them up.

•  Use a safe or safety deposit box for any important documents
paperwork you must retain.

ID THEFT HITS HOME
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Spruce Up Your Car.
Win a Full Service Auto Detail
for your Car!
Detail includes full service, interior and exterior detailing of your car.

Prize to be awarded by a drawing of all entries.  Drawing to be held September  28, 2008.  Winner need notbe present.  Odds of winning
depend on the number of entries received. No cost or obligation to participate.
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